This is an Oral History done from an interview with RAY SANCHEZ with Ann 
Rathner making handwritten notes for the Washakie County Oral History 
Program. September 24, 1989. 


My mother, Irene Garcia Sanchez was born in December, 1907 in a little 
village of San Antonito, near Albuquerque, New Mexico. My father, Ernesto 
Badillo Sanchez, was from Mexico. He came to the United States about 1921. 

For many years he followed the migrant worker pattern, intermittently going 
between Texas and Wyoming, working the agricultural jobs. In 1930 he began 
working at the beet factory and had short employment with Casper Oil Compnay 
in 1920. Neither parent had any formal education. They met in Casper, 
Wyoming while working beets. 

They came to Worland about 1925 to work beets in the summertime. Then back 
to Casper at times. They were very hard times, both economically and 
physically. It was very cold in the wintertime. 

The first home they had in the Worland area was a stable. At times they 
lived in the migrant "shacks”. Once, even sharing a one-room place with two 
other families. There was no indoor water, and toilet facilities were 

outside. 


women worked the fields right along with the men, even children worked 
along beside their parents. On Sundays the women then had to do the family 
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laundry and "clean" 


the house the best they could. 

Ray was born in Casper In 1926. He was an only child. His parents were 
still traveling between the Casper area and the Worland area, following 
available work. Because of the unscheduled travel, following jobs, Ray’s 
schooling was sporadic. He only got to the fifth grade level. By then he 
was a teenager and followed the work pattern thereafter. However, Mrs. 

'tnmett was a teacher who made a lasting impression, as well as Dr. Curtis, a 
fifth grade teacher. 

Ray also remembers living on the other side of the river, next door to a 
black woman, Ophelia Windsor, who owned cabins and rented them out. Ray’s 
family rented from her. 

This was during the deep depression years. The family at times went to 
Denver and Albuquerque hoping to find work. They always came back during 
summer months. Ray remembers the years of the Japanese internment on Heart 
Mountailn. Before that, the Sanchez family had worked for a Japanese family 
out on Washakie Ten. Ray continued. The Japanese people at Heart Mountain 
suffered very lmuch and lived under horrible living conditions. 

In 1950, Ray went into the National Guard, during which time he was sent to 
Korea. He was involved in active duty only ten days short of a year. 

The Sanchez family had little recreation. However, they did go to dances. 
The family had a phonograph machine later replaced by a radios and they all 
enjoyed the music and especially the dramas of the era...the "soap" operas of 
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that day. 


Ray liked to save his money and buy comic books, which were traded among all 
the neighborhood, so they had lots of variety. He also remembers going 
through the alleys looking for "gunny sacks” which he could sell for 5 cents 
a bag. With this money Ray could go to the Saturday matinee show. Ray's 
mother sewed and crocheted what time she didn’t work, and Ray's father liked 
to play cards with his friends for recreation. 

Ray remembered once before the Japanese people were sent to Heart Mountain, 
his mother worked with a Japanese family and bought Ray his bike. She made 
some cowboy chaps for Ray out of some of the burlap bags he had. He was so 
proud of them. 

Much later, times became a little easier for the family, and they bought a 
washing machine that had the wringer attachment and a gas stove that was 
surely an improvement over the wood stove. 

Their first car was a 1928 Model "A" Ford. 

Ray remembers migrants coming into this area only ten years ago in 
truckloads, but he thinks beginning at that time or even earlier, their 
living conditions in some cases were much better than the migrants who came 
thirty and forty years ago. 

Ray was employed with the U.S. Post Office in Worland until he retired a few 
years ago. Ray was instrumental in forming the Worland Monarch softball team 
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comprised of young girls from grades five through high school . At one time, 
his team* 'the State Championship fast pitch softball tournament six years in a 
row. He is still active in teaching young girls the art of softball. He 
enjoys high esteem among the girls as he is an excellent coach. 
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